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withdrawn, and the people left to form their own
governments. The Democratic platform pro-
nounced itself opposed to the reconstruction policy,
but Blair's opposition was too extreme for the
North. Seymour, more moderate and a skillful
campaigner, made headway in the rehabilitation
of the Democratic party. The Republican party
declared for radical reconstruction and negro
suffrage in the South but held that each North-
ern State should be allowed to settle the suffrage
for itself. It was not a courageous platform, but
Grant was popular and carried his party through
to success.

The returns showed that in the election Grant
had curried twenty-six States with 214 electoral
votes, while Seymour had carried only eight
States with 80 votes. But an examination of the
popular vote, which was 3,000,000 for Grant and
2,700,000 for Seymour, gave the radicals cause
for alarm, for it showed that the Democrats had
more white votes than the Republicans, whose
total included nearly 700,000 blacks. To insure
the continuance of the radicals in power, the
Fifteenth Amendment was framed and sent out
to the States on February 26, 1869. This amend-
ment appeared not only to make safe the negro